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This document was developed using the 2007 Shorts Online PSP Film Festival guidelines format. 

Lights, Camera, Action!  Kidz Film Festival is a South Western Sydney Region initiative showcasing the 
creative talents of public school students from Kindergarten to Year 12.  Students are encouraged to collaborate 
on the development and production of an original G-Rated short film up to 5 minutes in duration (or 3 minutes in 
duration if PSP schools wish to enter the same film in Shorts Online). 
 
 
Aims of the festival 
 
Lights, Camera, Action! Kidz Film Festival aims to provide students with an authentic platform to collaborate, 
create, produce and showcase original short films for a broad audience.  Students’ literacy skills and 
understanding of film as a construct is enhanced as they engage in ‘the tricks of the trade’ in order to bring a 
story to life. 
 
The Festival also supports teachers’ professional development in multimodal literacy, film production and the 
integration of ICT into programs across KLA.   Facilitated by experienced teachers, workshops in the various 
aspects of film production will be offered to interested teachers throughout the year.  Registration for these 
workshops will be available at www.icteach.com.au from June 2008. 
 
 
Award categories 
 
Finalists’ short films will be judged by a panel of Industry experts and fantastic prizes will be awarded to winning 
schools competing in the following categories: 

·  Best Original Student Short Film Years K - 2 
·  Best Original Student Short Film Years 3 - 6 
·  Best Original Student Short Film Years 7 - 10 
·  Best Original Student Short Film Years 11 - 12 

 
 
Festival timeline 
 
Registration opens Term Two at www.icteach.com.au   Festival launch and information sessions for interested 
teachers will take place across various venues 3rd to 5th June.   
 
A range of professional development workshops to support teachers in all aspects of film production will 
commence late Term 2. 
 
Entries close Friday 17 October.  Finalists in each category will be announced Friday 25 October. 
 
Films will be screened at Dumaresq Street Cinemas, Campbelltown commencing Monday 10 November.  All 
participating students and teachers are invited to attend a session during school hours. 
 
Finalists’ films will be screened and judged on Tuesday 11 November and prizes awarded. Winning entries will 
also be screened at the Director’s Choice Awards in December 2008. 
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This document was developed using the 2007 Shorts Online PSP Film Festival guidelines format. 

Technical  
 
Films must be limited to a maximum of 5 minutes in length (including titles and credits).  PSP schools should 
consider limiting their films to 3 minutes to be eligible for entry in the Shorts Online film competition. 
 
All forms of visual media are acceptable including any form of stop motion animation. 
 
All entries must be submitted in the following file extension formats: .mov (Mac) or .avi (Win) and at highest 
quality playback. 
 
Films will be screened at a 16:9 ratio (wide screen).  Not all digital cameras have the option to shoot 16:9 
(particularly older cameras) however converting your film from 4:3 to 16:9 can usually be done using your editing 
software.  It is however acceptable to enter a film in 4:3 ratio. 
 
The soundtrack must be created by students to avoid breaches in copyright.  Schools with Apple computers 
have a program called GarageBand to do this.  GarageBand comes with free loops and sound effects for 
students to compose their own original music.  Schools with PC computers can use Audacity or Acid Express 
(free download).    Please contact us if you would like a copy of Sony Acid Express and a library of copyright free 
loops and sound effects.   
 
All T4L machines come with video editing software.  If you would like a tutorial on how to use iMovie (Mac) or 
MovieMaker (Win) to edit your films, or Acid Express or GarageBand to create a soundtrack please do not 
hesitate to contact us. 
 
 
Suggested equipment and resources 
 

·  at least one DV digital video camera with mini DV tapes  (DVD, HDD and hybrid video cameras are not 
recommended as they are not designed for this kind of video editing)  ($800 to $1100)  

·  Alternatively, a simple digital camera can be used if creating stop motion animation. 
·  fire wire cable ($15) 
·  It is recommended that schools’ computers have a minimum 2 Gigs RAM  and a fire wire port .  This is 

the equivalent of the 1.25 or 1.5 unit T4L 2007 Windows machines and the 1.5 Apple machines.  For 
details see https://detwww.det.nsw.edu.au/t4l/equipinfo.htm  or upgrade a later model machine for 
approximately $100 

·  Tripod with mini video head and arm for smooth panning. ($60) 
·  Computer microphone/earphone headsets.  Headphones are useful when shooting outdoors to check 

the quality of the sound recording.  This equipment also comes in handy when editing the footage in the 
lab. (available from Big W for $10) 

·  It is strongly advised that schools order a copy of Cineliteracy: more than making movies from 
sydney.equity@det.nsw.edu.au [A copy was issued to every PSP school in 2006] 

·  Shotgun microphone (boom mic) or lapel microphone – THIS IS OPTIONAL but helpful if shooting 
outdoors – check with your camera supplier as to whether the camera is compatible. ($250) 

·  Spotlights ($15 at hardware stores) 
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Terms and Conditions 
 
Content 
 
Films submitted must conform to a G rating as described by Office of Film and Literature Classification.  
http://www.classification.gov.au 
 
Films must not contain inappropriate language or statements that promote hatred towards an individual, race, or 
community. 
 
Please retain  a version of the film that does not  include students’ last names in the credits (may be published 
on the Internet at a later date).   
 
Please submit  a version of the film that does  include students’ last names in the credits and identifies the 
school. 
 
DO 
·  Do use your own original music, footage and pictures (use copyright free loops and sound fx to compose 

your score). 
·  Do make sure you have permission from everyone taking part in your film to use their contribution (i.e. your 

cast, production team and crew). 
·  Do include the school and all cast and crew in the credits. 
 
DON’T 
·  Don’t use other people’s music, footage or pictures (copyright free loops and sound fx are okay) 
·  Don’t use music you’ve download from the internet or images or footage from sites such as YouTube or 

Myspace in your film 
·  Don’t use swear words, sexual or violent content in your film. 
·  Don’t use cast and crew who won’t give you permission to use their contributions. 
 
 
Copyright 
 
The film must be the original creation of the team members – no exceptions. 
 
Schools have a responsibility to ensure that copyright issues are addressed prior to and throughout the film 
production. 
 
The main issues relate to the Authority to publish release for students participating in the Festival and the use of 
recorded music in student produced films. 
 
It is recommended that school communities devise original soundtracks using copyright free loops and sound 
effects (E.g. using GarageBand, Audacity or Sony Acid Express).   
 



��� �
�����������	
������������	
������������	
������������	
�� �� �
���
���	�
��
����
���	�
��
����
���	�
��
����
���	�
��
�� �� �
�	���
����	���
����	���
����	���
���� �� �
��� �
��� �

 
 
 

www.icteach.com.au         tracy.considine@det.nsw.edu.au        jennifer.york@det.nsw.edu.au  
 

This document was developed using the 2007 Shorts Online PSP Film Festival guidelines format. 

Principal’s approval 
 
Principals must approve each film before it is submitted, to ensure all guidelines have been followed.   
 
 
Authority to publish 
 
All students participating in Lights, Camera, Action! are required to have their parent or caregiver sign an 
Authority to Publish form.  This form releases copyright of student work, student images and films 
produced as part of Lights, Camera, Action! to the NSW Department of Education and Training. 
 
 
Criteria for judging 
 
Judges will consider the following criteria when short listing films and selecting the winners of each category: 
 

·  Original and compelling script and story which achieves its intended purpose or message 
·  Connects with and engages the audience/demographic for whom it was intended 
·  Uses a range of camera techniques and shots appropriate to the style and purpose of the film (e.g. rule 

of thirds, panning, tracking, tilt, long shot, extreme close up) 
·  Content and language is appropriate to the purpose, audience and context 
·  Sound track compliments the visual content (e.g. considers style and mood) 
·  Incorporates appropriate sound and visual effects  
·  Considers appropriate set, props, lighting and costumes 
·  Sound quality and volume is pleasant 
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Entering your film 
 
Entry is free.   
 
Each film submitted must be viewed and approved by the principal of the school where the film was produced.   
 
Films must satisfy all guidelines, terms and conditions.   
 
Parents or carers of participating students under the age of 18 are required to complete a Permission to publish 
form prior to the submission of the film.  Students 18 and over must sign the Permission to publish form. 
 
Schools will receive notice of the film’s acceptance within two weeks of the entry being received. 
 
Send entries to: 
Tracy Considine 
11 Union Street 
Riverwood NSW 2210 
 
Make sure the disk or thumb drive is clearly labelled with the name of the school and title of the film(s). 
 
Send the completed entry form with the entries. 
 
Do not send individual students’ Permission to publish forms.  Schools must retain these records. 
 
Entries must be received by Friday 17 October 2008.   
 
Late entries will not be accepted.  
 


